IBM United States Software Announcement
217-368, dated July 17, 2017

Statement of direction: IBM plans to deliver a new
commercial solution for payments that are processed
by IBM Financial Transaction Manager for z/OS to
allow charging based on the number of payments
processed
Table of contents
1

Overview

2

Program number

Overview
The way payments are processed by banks is undergoing significant change.
Because payments are increasingly processed instantly, there is a dramatic
payment-processing shift from batch to real time. These instant payment
approaches require
•

Fast, predictable response time

•

Seamless scalability to accommodate unpredictable spikes in demand

•

Continuous availability

•

Highest levels of security.

IBM Z hardware and the IBM z /OS operating system are built to satisfy these
(R)
client demands. To provide pricing flexibility for payments workloads on z/OS ,
IBM intends to deliver a new Payments Solution that will provide a per-payment
pricing option for IBM Financial Transaction Manager for z/OS deployments. This
new offering directly ties operational cost to business value by basing the price of
the solution on the number of production payments that are processed, rather than
capacity that is used to process them.
(R)

TM

This commercial offering will provide cloud-like pricing for a mission-critical
payments application in an on-premise deployment or environment. It does not
replace the existing pricing for IBM Financial Transaction Manager for z/OS and
associated software products, but provides an additional commercial model to be
utilized.
Two variants of the Payments Solution are planned:
•

A software-only option
The software-only variant requires an upfront client commitment in the form
of IBM Financial Transaction Manager for z/OS licensing. Clients will then be
invoiced monthly for the number of production payments that are processed. The
price per payment will cover the cost of the following software stack. There is no,
or negligible impact to the cost of existing workloads:

•

z/OS

•

IBM MQ for z/OS

•
•

IBM DB2 for z/OS
IBM Operational Decision Manager for z/OS

•

A software and hardware option

(R)
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With this option, clients will be able to utilize IBM Z hardware provisioned by
IBM for use only by the Payments Solution. The software and hardware variant
will require the same upfront client commitment as the software-only variant,
and also IBM Z hardware, if required. Clients will then be invoiced monthly for
the number of production payments that are processed. The price per payment
will cover the cost of the z/OS software stack that is described above and also
the IBM Z hardware capacity, which will include high availability and disaster
recovery capabilities. To determine the amount of hardware capacity that will be
eligible for this option, an agreement between clients and IBM is required on the
maximum number of concurrent payments to be processed.
IBM's statements regarding its plans, directions, and intent are subject to change or
withdrawal without notice at IBM's sole discretion. Information regarding potential
future products is intended to outline our general product direction and it should not
be relied on in making a purchasing decision. The information mentioned regarding
potential future products is not a commitment, promise, or legal obligation to deliver
any material, code, or functionality. Information about potential future products
may not be incorporated into any contract. The development, release, and timing
of any future features or functionality described for our products remain at our sole
discretion.
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Not applicable.
Trademarks
IBM z is a trademark of IBM Corporation in the United States, other countries, or
both.
IBM, z/OS and DB2 are registered trademarks of IBM Corporation in the United
States, other countries, or both.
Other company, product, and service names may be trademarks or service marks of
others.
Terms of use
IBM products and services which are announced and available in your country
can be ordered under the applicable standard agreements, terms, conditions,
and prices in effect at the time. IBM reserves the right to modify or withdraw this
announcement at any time without notice. This announcement is provided for your
information only.Additional terms of use are located at:
Terms of use
For the most current information regarding IBM products, consult your IBM
representative or reseller, or visit the IBM worldwide contacts page
IBM United States
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